LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
OF FALLS CHURCH

The League of Women Voters®

FALL 2014 VOTERS’ GUIDE
GENERAL AND SPECIAL ELECTIONS ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2014
POLLS OPEN 6:00 A.M. TO 7:00 P.M.
U.S. SENATOR, REPRESENTATIVE TO U.S. HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES, TREASURER FOR THE CITY OF FALLS
CHURCH, BOND REFERENDUM FOR RENOVATION OF
MT. DANIEL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, AND VIRGINIA
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT
THE CITY OF FALLS CHURCH

The City of Falls Church was incorporated as an independent city in
1948. According to the 2010 Census, the City is home to 12,332 people who
live within its 2.2 square miles. Falls Church is part of Virginia’s 35th Senate
district, 53rd House district, and 8th U.S. Congressional district. Falls Church
operates under a Council-manager form of government. The City has its
own school system and police department. The City also has its own District
Court, but combines with Arlington County to make up the 17th Judicial
District of Virginia; there is one Circuit Court for the two municipalities,
which is located in Arlington. The City shares its Commonwealth’s Attorney
with Arlington County. The Falls Church school system is comprised of
five schools: Jessie Thackrey Preschool (Ages 2-5), Mt. Daniel Elementary
School (Grades K-1), Thomas Jefferson Elementary School (2-4), Mary Ellen
Henderson Middle School (5-7), and George Mason High School (8-12),
with a combined enrollment of 2,457 (September 30, 2014 figure). The
City’s fiscal year begins July 1 and ends June 30 of each year. A complete list
of City services and information can be found at: www.fallschurchva.gov.

in the City of Falls Church choose their representatives to the U.S.
Congress and the Treasurer for the City of Falls Church, and to decide
on a bond referendum to renovate Mt. Daniel Elementary School and
an amendment to the Virginia Constitution. The approximately 9,200
registered voters who live within the City of Falls Church are eligible to
vote at the appropriate polling place for their residences.
Ward 1: Thomas Jefferson Elementary School
601 South Oak Street
Oak Street Gym Entrance
Park on Oak Street, Fellows Court, Parker Avenue, or Timber Lane
Ward 2: Oakwood Apartments
501 North Roosevelt Street
Main Building, Conference Room
Park in back lot and enter next to Convenience Store
Ward 3: Falls Church Community Center
223 Little Falls Street
Park in Community Center lot or on Little Falls Street
For additional information on the November 4, 2014, general and
special elections, voter registration, or absentee voting, please contact
the Falls Church Office of Voter Registration & Elections at (703)
248‐5085 or vote@fallschurchva.gov.

NEW IDENTIFICATION REQUIRED TO VOTE

ABOUT THIS GUIDE

The League of Women Voters of Falls Church (LWVFC) worked
with the Leagues of Women Voters of Arlington (LWV Arlington) and
of Virginia (LWV-VA) to produce this Voters’ Guide to help citizens

Officers of the Election are required to ask voters for identification.
The Commonwealth of Virginia now requires all voters to present
a valid photo ID. IDs with expiration dates must be current or not expired more than 12 months before the election. Registered voters may

use one of the following types of photo identification to vote:
• Virginia voter identification card
• Valid Virginia driver’s license or special identification card issued by
the Department of Motor Vehicles
• Military Identification card
• Any federal, state, or local government-issued identification card
with photo
• Valid student identification card with a photo issued by any higher
education institution in Virginia
• Valid employer-issued photo identification card
• U.S. Passport
Voters without a valid photo identification card may cast a provisional
ballot but must submit identification to the Elections Office by noon Friday, November 7, to have their ballots counted.
LWV-VA sent a questionnaire to all U.S. Senatorial candidates for Virginia whose names were qualified to appear on the November 4, 2014,
ballot. LWV Arlington sent questionnaires to the candidates for Representative from the 8th U.S. Congressional District of Virginia. LWV Falls
Church sent questionnaires to the candidates for Treasurer for the City
of Falls Church. All candidates for the same office were sent the same
questions. Biographies and responses to the questions appear as written by the candidates and are not edited. The candidates’ original responses can also be found at www.VOTE411.org and are on file with the
organization that solicited their response. Candidates are listed in the
order in which their names will appear on the ballot.
LWVFC is a nonpartisan organization founded in 1951, whose purpose is to promote political responsibility through informed and active
participation in government. The League of Women Voters does not support any political party or candidate. For further information, please visit
www.lwvfallschurch.org.

U.S. SENATOR (VIRGINIA)
THE OFFICE

Two U.S. Senators represent Virginia in the upper house of Congress.
One of those seats is open this year.
TERM: Senators are elected for six-year terms, with no term limits.
SALARIES: $174,000 per year; Senate leaders earn $193,400 annually.
DUTIES: The composition and powers of the Senate are estab-

lished in Article One of the U.S. Constitution.

BACKGROUND AND QUESTIONS
BACKGROUND: Background provided by each candidate.
THE QUESTIONS:

•• When the Supreme Court invalidated Section 5 of the VOTERS

RIGHTS ACT (VRA), it allowed Congress to legislatively update it. What measures, if any, would you support to update it?
Explain.
•• What should the federal government’s top 3 priorities be in setting
ENERGY POLICY?
•• In light of recent Supreme Court decisions, would you propose
updates or changes to the current CAMPAIGN FINANCE system?
Explain your position.
•• What are your legislative PRIORITIES, if elected?

CANDIDATES FOR THE U.S. SENATE (VOTE FOR NOT MORE THAN ONE)

Ed W. Gillespie
Republican

BIOGRAPHY: See candidate website.
VRA: I do not support revisiting the preclearance requirements the U.S. Supreme Court struck down. The VRA
remains largely intact and I am confident that voter discrimination can be prosecuted, as it should be.

Mark R. Warner
Democrat

BIOGRAPHY: See candidate website.
VRA: The right to vote is fundamental to being an American.
My FAST Act will create a grant program that encourages
states to simplify voter registration and implement best practices to expedite voting. I also support the bipartisan Voting
Rights Amendment Act of 2014, which allows federal courts
to retain jurisdiction in specific circumstances.

ENERGY POLICY: Lowering energy costs for families and
businesses, creating high-paying energy jobs in Virginia and
moving our nation closer to energy independence. For the 1.2
million Virginia households making less than $50,000, energy
costs consume 20% of their incomes. Policies restricting our
energy potential only make the economic pinch worse for them.
CAMPAIGN FINANCE: Our system would be better off
restoring the role of political parties in the process, as they
have greater transparency and accountability compared
to outside groups. This would diminish the role of participants whose motives are not always apparent. I would
ENERGY POLICY: I believe that we need an all-of-theabove approach to meeting our energy challenges while
addressing issues around climate change in a thoughtful
and responsible way. This includes a balanced mix of renewable energy sources such as wind and solar, offshore
energy sources, safe nuclear power, and cleaner coal and
gas technology.
CAMPAIGN FINANCE: I believe the Supreme Court got
it wrong with its Citizens United decision, and it has unleashed a torrent of unlimited, special interest money into
elections. That’s wrong. People deserve to know who is
funding political ads. That’s why I am a cosponsor of the

support reforms that focus on disclosure rather than further
limitations on spending.
PRIORITIES: To ease the economic squeeze felt by Virginians, I’ve proposed pro-growth agenda that would foster job
creation, raise take-home-pay and lower the prices for health
care, energy and food. It would replace Obamacare, unleash
our energy potential, implement tax and regulatory relief,
reform our education system, and cut wasteful spending.
CONTACT: Website—www.edforsenate.com
E-mail—contact@Edforsenate.com
DISCLOSE Act, which would provide for more transparency in campaign financing
PRIORITIES: In America, everyone should get a fair shot at
success. I’m running to make sure folks get the same opportunity I had. As Governor and Senator, I’ve taken a bipartisan
approach and will continue reaching across the aisle to tackle
student debt, incentivize companies to bring jobs home, reform the VA and get our debt and deficit under control.
CONTACT: Website—www.markwarnerva.com
E-mail—info@markwarnerva.com

CANDIDATES FOR THE U.S. SENATE ON NEXT PAGE

THE CANDIDATES FOR THE U.S. SENATE (VOTE FOR NO MORE THAN ONE)

Robert C. Sarvis
Libertarian

BIOGRAPHY: See candidate website.
VRA: The 14th and 15th Amendments rightly give the
federal government power to ensure due process, equal
protection, and voting rights. The VRA exercised the
power to ensure voting rights for all. Congress must remain VIGILANT and investigate every credible allegation
of misconduct that jeopardizes any citizen’s right to vote.

ENERGY POLICY: “There are no solutions, only tradeoffs...” (Thomas Sowell, economist) 1. Open and competitive markets in energy. No cronyism. 2. Liability rules and
market-based policies to force polluters to price-in environmental harms. 3. No government subsidies or top-down,
command-and-control regulations. If anything, innovation
prizes open to all.
CAMPAIGN FINANCE: I have now run, as a political outsider, in a state election with NO campaign limits and in a
federal election with STRICT limits. I can attest: low, strict
donation limits make it HARDER for outsiders to win. Indeed, limits arose because the establishment wanted no more

well-funded upstarts like Gene McCarthy (who toppled
LBJ).
PRIORITIES: Control spending and balance the budget in an
equitable manner. Restore democratic accountability by reining in the administrative agencies’ rule-making powers. Reduce partisanship and push policies that Rs and Ds can agree
on. Promote civil liberties and a government ethic based on
trust in We the People. Enact term limits and electoral reform.
CONTACT: Website—www.robertsarvis.com
E-mail—info@robertsarvis.com

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (VIRGINIA CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 8)
THE OFFICE
The member of Congress for Virginia’s 8th District represents constituents in Falls Church City, as well as Arlington County, the City
of Alexandria, and parts of Fairfax County, including Reston.
TERM: Two years, with no term limits.
SALARY: The current salary for Members is $174,000. The salary for
the Speaker is $223,000, and the salary for the Majority and Minority
Leaders is $193,400.

DUTIES: Legislative powers, with responsibility for making laws,
raising revenue and adopting the federal budget; sole power of impeachment.

BACKGROUND AND QUESTIONS
BACKGROUND: Background provided by each candidate.

GRANTS who already reside in the United States?

•• What will you do as an elected official to build a sense of gov-

ernment ACCOUNTABILITY and restore citizens’ TRUST in our
government?
•• What, if any, legislation would you support to lessen the ECONOMIC
EFFECT that decreased federal spending, especially on defense, is
likely to have on many parts of Virginia?
•• What are your legislative PRIORITIES, if elected?

THE QUESTIONS:

•• What solution do you propose for the undocumented IMMI-

CANDIDATES FOR THE U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—8TH DISTRICT (VOTE FOR NOT MORE THAN ONE)

Micah K. Edmond
Republican

BIOGRAPHY: Micah Edmond is the 8th District Republican nominee. Micah put himself through college, served as
a Marine Corps officer, congressional staffer and started a
small business. He is an expert on the federal budget and
national security.

vide citizenship or the right to vote.

support revenue and jobs here in Northern Virginia.

ACCOUNTABILITY/TRUST: As an elected official, I will
take a number of steps to increase government accountability and to restore citizens’ trust in our government. I will
have an open door policy in my office. I will plan monthly
town hall meetings on issues affecting the people of the 8th
District. I will push to ensure that constituents have ample
time to read legislation and engage in the process.

PRIORITIES: If elected my top legislative priority is enacting a ten-year budget plan that invests in our national and
economic security. My plan encompasses ending sequestration, providing tax relief, tax reform, spending efficiencies
and entitlement reform. These reforms allow us to make
greater investments in the things that make the American
Dream possible including education, transportation infrastructure and national defense. They also create incentives
for businesses to create jobs, strengthen our middle class,
protect seniors and veterans and provide opportunities for
the next generation.

IMMIGRANTS: To address the issue of undocumented immigrants in the U.S. I propose we provide them the opportunity to identify themselves without fear of immediate
deportation so that they can be submitted to a background
check. If they pass, they should be offered the opportunity
to pay a fine and purchase a work visa. This would not pro-

ECONOMIC EFFECT: In order to lessen the economic effect
that decreased federal spending, especially on defense, is likely to have on many parts of Virginia I will work to ensure the
2016 budget does away with sequestration. I will also work to
ensure it fully funds the President’s request for a level of funding that supports military readiness and training, modernization and research and development, a large portion of which

Donald S. Beyer, Jr.

to citizenship for the hard-working people who contribute
to our communities. I also fully support the DREAM Act.

gressively to keep federal government and federal contractor
jobs here.

BIOGRAPHY: Don Beyer is a successful northern Virginia
businessman. He was the lieutenant governor of Virginia,
and also the ambassador to Switzerland. He has been active in Democratic politics and in myriad local causes and
nonprofits.

ACCOUNTABILITY/TRUST: One of the primary reasons I
am running is because I believe I can help mend the toxic divide that paralyzes our government. I will work to find bipartisan solutions and to forge relationships with my Republican
colleagues. Citizens will also trust government more if it helps
find solutions to the nation’s most serious problems, including
improving the economy, abating climate change, and more.

IMMIGRANTS: The two political parties need to come together and meet our national responsibility to bring millions
of immigrants out of the shadow economy. It is time to pass
comprehensive immigration reform. There must be a path

ECONOMIC EFFECT: We must be creative and proactive
in job creation in Virginia, including bringing more manufacturing jobs here. In addition, the Virginia congressional
delegation must continue to work closely together and ag-

PRIORITIES: My legislative priorities start with finding
solutions to climate change, the greatest threat facing our
planet today. I favor a carbon tax, and will work with my
colleagues to pass such legislation. I also intend to work on
gun safety, on women’s equality and reproductive health issues, and on numerous economic matters, including raising
the minimum wage and expanding the Earned Income Tax
Credit.

Jeffrey S. Carson

immigration laws. Fourth, positive incentives.

Democrat

BIOGRAPHY: Former U.S. Army Captain and Iraq vet with
considerable private sector experience, first working in operations as a contractor for Google and then as a product operations manager for Asurion. Proven leader; expert in minimizing
complexity and waste.

ACCOUNTABILITY/TRUST: Actually hold my colleagues
accountable and balance the darn budget! I would immediately move to: (1) Cosponsor Rep. Justin Amash’s Business
Cycle Balanced Budget Amendment, which would effectively strip Congress of its power to recklessly overspend,
and (2) sponsor legislation that would require all federal
government departments and agencies to reduce their budgets by 5% over 2 years.

IMMIGRANTS: The same solution I propose for those
(not already here) that wish to come here in order to work
for a better life, to pursue the American Dream. First,
an opportunity to work and pay taxes legally. Second,
a straightforward pathway to citizenship, if that is what
they desire. Third, dramatic simplification of our current

ECONOMIC EFFECT: Stimulating the economy and job
growth are top priorities. I would immediately move to:
(1) Sponsor legislation that would reform the IRS tax code
with an intent to dramatically simplify across the board,
lower rates, and eliminate all forms of corporate welfare,
and (2) sponsor legislation that would require all regulatory

Libertarian

CONTACT: Website—http://www.micahedmond.com;
E-mail—info@micahedmond.com; Campaign Phone—
(571) 305-2125

CONTACT: Website—http://friendsofdonbeyer.com; Email—don@friendsofdonbeyer.com; Campaign Phone—
(571) 422-5662
agencies and executive departments that play a regulatory
role to reduce their regulation count by 10% over 2 years.
PRIORITIES: Balancing the budget; stimulating the
economy and job growth; pursuing a non-interventionist
foreign policy; pursuing sensible drug policy; combating
the erosion of our civil liberties; holding government (that
includes myself) accountable; standing up to the mass
surveillance state, the militarized police state, and the allpowerful special interest groups that seem to have such a
stranglehold on our political process and the 2-party system. Most of all, telling Americans the truth, regardless of
the political ramifications.
CONTACT: Website—http://jeffreycarson.com; E-mail—
info@jeffreycarson.com; Campaign Phone—(703) 5969097

CANDIDATES FOR U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES–8TH DISTRICT CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

CANDIDATES FOR THE U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES(Continued)—8TH DISTRICT (VOTE FOR NOT MORE THAN ONE)

Gerald C. “Gerry” Blais III
Independent Green

BIOGRAPHY: I am a lifelong NoVA resident, a former US
Government intelligence analyst, and a current IT worker
who is running for the 8th in order to seek radical change in
the way our government does business.
IMMIGRANTS: I propose eliminating the requirement that
consenting adults (regardless of citizenship status) receive
permission from the state in order to hire, or work for, each
other. Recognizing this individual autonomy will allow
immigrants to come out of the shadows, to apply for jobs
openly, and to better participate in society. I also support, of
course, a blanket amnesty.

ACCOUNTABILITY/TRUST: Reducing distrust in government is not a goal of my campaign. People are right to distrust their government. However, I will fight for changes that
might have a side effect of reducing distrust in government.
I will fight to end the lies the government feeds its citizens
in order to prosecute wars of choice and aggression abroad
as well as the lies used to prosecute the War on Drugs here
at home.
ECONOMIC EFFECT: This question amounts to “What
sort of new economic central planning will you use to substitute for this old form of economic central planning”?
My answer: None. Free markets create more wealth than
economic central planning of the state. To that end I will
fight to increase freedom and the free markets that result.
For instance, I will fight to eliminate income taxes on the
first 100k of income. This immediate increase in spendImmigrants should not come before citizens.

Gwendolyn J. Beck
BIOGRAPHY: Gwendolyn Beck is a business woman and
has had two successful careers, finance and tourism. She
specialized in U.S. Gov’t debt and then moved into equities.
She is author of a consumer financial education book. She is
an Analyst and helps seniors.

ACCOUNTABILITY/TRUST: We need Congress to work for
the good of America, not just for the good of the Democrats
and Republicans. The House of Representatives doesn’t
have ONE Independent, and therefore, its winner take all.
We need to change this mentality by sending Independents
who are part of the “silent middle,” Americans for America
first, who will build coalitions to get the business of the USA
done.

IMMIGRANTS: There needs to be a path to citizenship for
people who are hardworking and have lived most of their
lives in the USA. But, we need to know of undocumented
workers, then we can restructure immigration quotas. Any
immigration amnesty policy needs to benefit the average
US citizen first, job creators second and immigrants third.

ECONOMIC EFFECT: There is a good argument to eliminate the budget control act on defense spending to ensure the
safety of the USA. Reductions in defense spending affects
Virginia and the entire country. With our proximity to DC;
the Pentagon and major military installations located here,
we continue to be negatively affected, impacting defense

Independent

ing power of VA residents will act as a massive stimulus.
PRIORITIES: Elimination of all federal taxes on first 100k
of income -Massive improvement in, and expansion of, public transportation (especially trains) -Ending the drug war
(via legalization of all drugs) -Universal Health Care -Free
Higher Education -Equal Marriage Rights Across the Country (No state should be able to deny due process to an entire
class of people) -Massive Opening of the Borders (Any noncriminal who wants to come to America and work should
be able to) -An Immediate End to Our Wars of Choice and
Aggression Abroad
CONTACT: Website—http://GerryForCongress.Com;
E-mail—not supplied; Campaign Phone—not supplied

workers directly and businesses indirectly. The impact on
national security, instability in the world, global investment
and markets, and US economic health is evident.
PRIORITIES: Fix the corporate tax code to make the US
competitive and keep our corporations in the US. Protect the
pensions of federal government workers and the military – a
“promise is a promise.” Protect women’s rights, especially her
right to choose and for equal pay. Work for seniors to make
sure medical care is affordable and pensions and Social Security are protected. And, for a person’s right to marry whomever they wish. For a child’s right to a good education and safe
place to thrive. To make sure gun laws keep the mentally ill
from owning firearms. And, for creating good jobs.
CONTACT: Website—http://www.gwendolynbeck.com;
E-mail—not supplied; Campaign Phone—(703) 656-6007

SPECIAL ELECTION TO FILL THE VACANCY IN THE OFFICE OF THE TREASURER FOR THE CITY OF FALLS CHURCH
THE OFFICE

THE TERM: Four years

The Treasurer is responsible for tax billing and the
collection, safeguarding, and disbursement of all
City funds. The Treasurer works closely with the
Commissioner of the Revenue, the Real Estate Assessor, and the Department of Finance in providing
service to citizens.

BACKGROUND AND
QUESTIONS

THE QUESTIONS:

•• How does your BACKGROUND qualify you

BACKGROUND: Background provided by

each candidate.

for this position, and WHY do you want to be
City Treasurer?
•• What IMPROVEMENTS or INNOVATIONS
would you make to the office of City Treasurer?
•• How do you view the differences between the

Treasurer’s office and the Commissioner of
Revenue’s job, and where might they COLLABORATE?

CANDIDATES FOR TREASURER, CITY OF FALLS CHURCH (VOTE FOR NOT MORE THAN ONE)

Jody Acosta
Democrat

BIOGRAPHY: I have lived in the City of Falls Church for
the past 23 years, along with my husband Phil. We have 3
children, all of whom went through the Falls Church City
school system. I have always had a passion for public service and have served many Falls Church civic organizations
over the years, including the Women’s Commission, the
Elementary PTA, both of my daughter’s Girl Scout troops,
and Citizens for a Better City to name a few. I am also a current member of the Falls Church League of Women Voters, a
member of the Falls Church Chamber of Commerce and the
Falls Church City Democratic Committee. I attended college
at George Mason University in Fairfax, VA.
BACKGROUND/WHY: I am the current Treasurer and it
would be my privilege to be your elected Treasurer. I also
have 8 years of experience as the Chief Deputy Treasurer. I
started my professional career in banking and have a strong
commercial and government banking skill set. The Treasurer
serves as the City’s banker, and my banking experience serves
the City well. I was the Director of Accounting for a national

association located in the City for 7 years prior to becoming
Chief Deputy, with seven perfect audits under my belt. I have
also been a small business owner in the City – providing accounting and tax services to other small businesses, which has
helped me develop strong relationships with Falls Church City
business owners. I have served the Falls Church community
continuously for over 20 years, and I have the relevant experience and background required to run one of the most efficient,
effective and service-oriented Treasurer’s offices in the State.
IMPROVEMENTS OR INNOVATIONS: One of the main
roles of the Treasurer’s office is to collect taxes. While
the Treasurer does not set the tax rate, and therefore cannot lower your taxes, a good Treasurer can have a positive
impact on tax rates by doing a good job on collections. A
high rate of uncollected taxes increases the tax burden on
all citizens. As Chief Deputy Treasurer, I was also the chief
tax collection officer and our 5 year tax delinquency rate is
0.66% - one of the lowest in the state. My goal is to match
Arlington County’s rate of 0.33%. I also want to add online
payments for Dog Licenses and Yard Waste Stickers as well
as other City fees and invoices. Offering online payments
speeds the collection of all monies owed to the City and
helps lower costs for both the City and the taxpayer. I am in
the unique position of having worked in the office under the

previous Treasurer. I have the experience needed to identify
and implement other cost-saving improvements to the office
& I can hit the ground running.
COLLABORATE: Many citizens are often confused between
the roles of the two offices and will often ask why we need
both a Commissioner of Revenue and Treasurer. The easiest
explanation is the Commissioner assesses and the Treasurer
bills and collects taxes. In this way the City maintains the
separation of powers, protecting citizens and assuring fair
and balanced taxation. The Commissioner and Treasurer
both maintain an independent status as elected officials. The
separation of the two offices from each other and from the
Council and Manager ensures that no one government entity has total taxing and assessing authority over its citizens.
Our offices collaborate on issues such as DMV Registration
Stops for non-payment of taxes. We also collaborate on
maintaining the vehicle address database, with both offices
entering updated addresses. We share information between
the two offices regarding delinquent collections and we insert notices in each other’s mailings when appropriate.
CONTACT: Website—http://www.JodyAcostaForTreasurer.
com; E-mail—jody@jodyacostafor treasurer.com;
Campaign Phone—(703) 587-3298

VOTE

GENERAL AND SPECIAL ELECTIONS ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2014
POLLS OPEN 6:00 A.M. TO 7:00 P.M.
CANDIDATE FOR TREASURER, CITY OF FALLS CHURCH CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

CANDIDATES FOR TREASURER, CITY OF FALLS CHURCH (Continued) — (VOTE FOR NOT MORE THAN ONE)
with a 4-year full-tuition scholarship valued at more than
$60,000.

Chris Johnson
Independent

BIOGRAPHY: Married, one 6th grade daughter attending
Mary Ellen Henderson Middle School. Managing Director, Emerging Markets Finance; President, Cachet Hotel Group; Vice President, Caesars Entertainment; Team
Leader, BearingPoint (now Deloitte Consulting); Financial
Sector Expert (PwC Consulting); Consultant (Booz Allen
Hamilton, USAID, World Bank, Asian Development Bank,
others); Lieutenant, US Navy (1986-1991 in Crystal City,
Va.). Education: MBA, Harvard Business School; MSEE,
George Washington University; BSEE, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Troy, NY. Graduated from nearby Oxon
Hill Senior High. My notable community service activities include serving as Treasurer for a metropolitan Office
of HomeAid (non-profit for the transitionally homeless),
leading pro-bono consulting teams for non-profits, and
serving the community through alumni and professional
organizations including the American Legion, Boy Scouts,
& Disabled American Veterans. My work with the Rensselaer Club of Washington, DC helps ensure a top performing student at George Mason High School is awarded “The
Rensselaer Medal,” a prestigious recognition that comes

BACKGROUND/WHY: My education & almost 20 year
experience in the financial sector qualifies me for the position of Falls Church City Treasurer. I am fortunate to have
accomplished many things during my career. For example,
in 2006 and 2007 I led a project at the Egyptian IRS that
increased its organizational effectiveness, increased tax collections and minimized delinquencies. My response to the
second question --- I want to be Treasurer so I can use my
God given talents to make our City a better place for our
children and our children’s children. As of October 1st Falls
Church City faces a $2 million budget gap for 2015. As
Treasurer, I will close that gap by collecting the $1.5m+ of
overdue and delinquent taxes. With your vote and your support, we can make our City a better place. My website has
more details. In fact, my daughter told me this week: “Hey
Dad - cool website!”
IMPROVEMENTS OR INNOVATIONS: The most urgent
improvements I will enact are centered around adopting
faster and cheaper methods of billing, collecting, and information sharing for Falls Church City residents. Many
of these involve implementing improved automated online
tools. A review of the websites of our neighboring Trea-

surer Offices will give you a glimpse of how far behind
we are. Also, I will aggressively seek collection of overdue
and delinquent taxes – even if these have been “written off”
by previous treasurers.
COLLABORATE: Put simply, it is the function of the Commissioner of Revenue to assess – that is, to determine the
value of property for use in determining tax bills. It is the
function of the Treasurer to collect taxes. In Falls Church
City, these functions have evolved over time. For example, in 2006 the Commissioner and Treasurer agreed
that the Commissioner would do a better job of collecting
the “Meals and Use Tax” than the Treasurer. So, Commissioner’s Office now collects the “Meals and Use” tax. It is
imperative that the Treasurer and the Commissioner of Revenue work together for the betterment of Falls Church City.
As a consultant and a former US Naval Officer, I know the
importance of teamwork and demonstrate teamwork in all
my endeavors. I have met with Commissioner Tom Clinton
numerous times and we agree on the need to join together
to improve City Hall and to work towards reducing the tax
burden on our City residents.
CONTACT: Website—http://www.chrisjohnsonfortreasurer.
com; E-mail— chris@chrisjohnsonfortreasurer.com;
Campaign Phone—(703) 206-8372

REFERENDUM: BOND TO RENOVATE MT. DANIEL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
The Falls Church City Council has
approved the following proposed bond
referendum to fund the renovation of Mt.
Daniel Elementary School. The referendum, as a ballot question, is now submitted
to voters for approval.
QUESTION: “Shall the City of Falls
Church, Virginia, be authorized to contract a debt and issue its general obligation
bonds in an aggregate principal amount
not to exceed Fifteen Million Six Hundred
Thousand Dollars ($15,600,000.00) for
the purpose of paying the costs incident
to constructing, reconstructing, equipping
and/or reequipping, in whole or in part,
the Mount Daniel Elementary School,
and shall Ordinance No. ____ of the City
authorizing the issuance of such bonds be
effective?”

YES TO THE BOND		

NO TO THE BOND

The current elementary school building is over capacity by more than
100 children. Three classes are being held in trailers and dedicated library
and music rooms have been lost.

Insufficient financial information has been disclosed on the carrying cost of
the bond and its effect on the real estate tax rate.

Explosive growth in enrollment necessitates expanding Mt. Daniel to
accommodate 500 children in grades K through 2.

Many other costly school, government, and community facility construction
projects are needed that benefit a broader population of the City.

Renovations will bring the school into compliance with American Disability
Act requirements and improve safety with installation of cameras, buzzer
entrances, and sprinklers throughout the building.

With unpredictable changes in school population, trailers are a flexible and
cost-effective alternative to more expensive permanent construction.

Interest rates remain at record lows, making the Mt. Daniel renovation more
affordable now than it will be later.

The City’s youngest students will have their education disrupted during the
period of construction.

Investing in more trailers rather than renovating will cost more over the
50-year expected life of the renovated school.

Construction will cause parking issues for the neighborhood surrounding
the school.

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT
The Virginia General Assembly has approved the following proposed amendment to the Constitution of Virginia. The amendment, as a
ballot question, is now submitted to voters for adoption. The explanation for the amendment is provided by the Commonwealth of Virginia
Department of Elections. For additional information on the proposed constitutional amendment, visit the Department of Elections website:
www.sbe.virginia.gov
Question: Shall Section 6-A of Article X (Taxation and Finance) of the Constitution of Virginia be amended to allow the General Assembly
to exempt from taxation the real property of the surviving spouse of any member of the armed forces of the United States who was killed in
action, where the surviving spouse occupies the real property as his or her principal place of residence and has not remarried?

YES TO THE AMENDMENT

NO TO THE AMENDMENT

The exemption assists families
of armed forces members who
gave their lives for their country.

As an open-ended, unfunded
mandate on localities,
the governmental unit
that regulates, imposes
and collects the real
property tax, it will reduce
localities’ revenue with no
compensating revenues to
locally fund services.

As a constitutional amendment
this exemption is permanent.

A constitutional amendment
does not allow any flexibilities
if the Commonwealth’s
financial circumstances
change in the future.

Explanation of Proposed Constitutional Amendment

The proposed amendment would authorize the General Assembly to exempt from taxation the real property of any surviving spouse of
a member of the US Armed Forces who was killed in action, as determined by the US Department of Defense. The exemption would apply
to the spouse’s principal place of residence even if the surviving spouse moves to a new principal address within the Commonwealth. The
amendment does not require the surviving spouse to have been residing in the Commonwealth at the time the veteran was killed in action. The
exemption would end if the spouse remarries.
A “yes” vote for the measure will make effective legislation exempting from real property taxation (real estate tax) the principal residence
of the surviving spouse of any member of the US Armed Forces who was killed in action.
A “no” vote against the measure will leave the Constitution unchanged.
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